DISCUSSION ON WALLEYE
LENGTH RESTRICTIONS FOR

- When fishing is good,
especially in the spring,
some question if there is a
need for additional
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~  North Dakota’s Current Walleye
Length Restrictions
- keeping exceptions to a minimum (10) -

Anywhere in the siate 18ngth

Richland
Co.

Nl Lake Elsie, Lueck Lake, and West Moran Lake

Alkall Lake, Biffalo Lake (naluding connecied walies norih e Sargent
Sargent Co. Ad. 1), nrif Tesss Stough Co. Walleye/Sauger Less than 14 Inches in
to and indluc total length

‘ the tirst bridge crossing

§| Worth and South Goldan likas
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Why then is North Dakota’s
approach so different than states

to the east where many water

bodies have their own unique

North Dakota Walleye Length Restriction
Regulations - Why or Why Not?

Biological versus Social

need for Length Restrictions
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First, overall fishing effort
(and thus angling mortality |
rates) in most ND lakes is
not as intense as in many
other states, especially

Minnesota and Wisconsin
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8econd, North Dakota generally does not
have self-sustaining walleye populations

but does have the ability to stock the needed

walleye fingerling into our water bodies.

Lrth Dakota routinely stocks the
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\.. Walleye Fingerling Stocking of Small* North Dakota Water Bodies )

Wilans WaE gl Stnrued

Meriher of Small Water Badies Socked
2

* . number of walleye stocked does not
Include the eight largest water bodles
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Third, the majority
of the new walleye
re hig_h‘ly-
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b And fourth, because these walleye

o

lakes are highly productive wetlands,
they are also ideal for the potential

fish kills (primarily winter) .... if shallow

/

v, North Dakota Walleye Length Restriction
Regulations —- Why or Why Not?

Bio cal versus Social

need for Length Restrictions
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) North Dakota Walleye Length Restriction
Regulations - Why or Why Not?

Biological versus Social

need for Length Restrictions
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' Socially, implementing a J

Length Restriction (often a
One-Over) is often based on

" someone's desire to equitably
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\‘/ One of Many Examples ~/
Lake Oahe — Missouri River 2009

(

46,000 walleye 20 inches and larger were kept

If a ““one-over” 20 inches regulation had been in place ...

- 8,350 walleye released (of the 46,000)

1,750 of these caught again in the future

- 6,600 Iwould have died naturally, never again cayg-hif

another angler




Socially, to implement a length limit where

it isn’t needed, particularly where it

 wouldn’t have an effect on the population,
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\—/ North Dakota’s Approach - G/

o Keep It Simple!

Do you feel the current ND fishing regulations (season length, limits, methods,
balts restrictions, efc.) are easy to understand?
2015 Yes - 99%, No — 1% (of those with an opinion),
2008 Yes - 98%, No — 2% (of those with an oplinion),
1998 Yes - 97%, No - 3% (of those with an opinlon),
1991 Yes — 93%, No — 7% (of those with an opinion)

What Is your opinion of North Dakota fishing regulations (season Ionqth
limits, methods, balt restrictions, etc.)?

2013 — Excellent or Good — 20%
Excellent — 34%, Good 56%, Falr 3%, Poor 1%

Do you prefer fishing regulations {e.g. season length, limits, methods, bait
restrictions, stc.) that are more complex but lake specific or simple but statewide?

2013 - Complex but lake specific 24%, Simple but statewlde 76%
2008 - Complex but leke specific 23%, Simple but statewlde 77%
2002 - Complex but lake speclflc 27%, Simple but statewlde 73%
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Water Elevations
45
40
35
| 30
| 20
15 Mille Lacs MN |
10 - lowest recorded 1245.7 ft msl
| 5 - highest recorded 1253.4 ft msl;
: Recorded range — 7.7 ft
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Water Elevations
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20 . |
15 | Lake Sakakawea ND |
10 |- lowest recorded 1805.8 ft msi

- highest recorded 1854.6 ft msl; I
Recorded range — 48.8 ft |
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Water Elevations
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| arge Minnesota Lake — esss= MRS Reservoir
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\—/ Mother Natures Pendulum Does
Swing Wildly and Rapidly In North Dakota
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CURRENTLY THERE IS NO
NEED FOR ANY WALLEYE
LENGTH RESTRICTIONS FOR

THE VAST MAJORITY OF
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